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An Intimation of divers Philofophical particulars , novo underta¬ 
ken andconfided d by feveral Ingenious and Learned men 5 here 
in/erted to excite others to joyn with them in the fame or the 
like Attempts and Obfervations. 


F irjl , we have notice given us, that at Paris the Excel¬ 
lent Signior Cajfmi hath lately dece&ed again Spots in 
the Sun, ot which none have been feen thefe many years, 
that we know of. ’Ti-s hoped that that learned Aftrono* 
mer will fhortly publith a Defcription of what he (hall 
have obferved of this kind. Mean time we cannot but ac» 
quaint the Curious, that,as far as we can learn, the laft ob- 
fervation in England of any Solar Spots , was made by our 
Koble Philofopher Mr. Boyl, who, upon an occafional 
difeourfe of this Subject, was pleafed to communicate 
what he had obferved of this kind, as he found it regiftred 
in his JNotes , viz. 


Friday , April 2 7, i< 56 o. about 8 of the clocp in the Morning, 
there appear'd a Spot in the lower limb of the Sun a little towards 
the South of its ^Equator , which was entred about \ a of the 
Diameter of the Sun , it /elf being about ~ in its Jhorteft Dia- 
meter yof that of the Sun ; its longejl, abou’ ~ of the fame « Jt 

difappear d upon Wednefday Morning ( May 9 ' k ) though we farv 
it the day before about ic in the morning to be near about the fame 
difiancefrom the Weft-ward limb a little South of its asquator, 
that it firjl appear'd to be from the Eafi-warddimb , 
a little South alfoofits equator, It f'eemdto move 
fafer in the middle of the Sun than towards the 
limb . It was a very dark Spot alma ft of a qua¬ 
drangular form , and was enclofed round with a kind 
of duskf/b cloudy muchin this form and in tbisprot 
portion tv the Spot . 
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We fir ft obferv'd this very fame Spot both for fgure^eolour and 
bulk, tobe re-enter'd the Sun May 25^, when it (eemd to be ina 
part of the fame line it bad formerly traced 5 and rpas enter'd a - 
bout f of its Diameter about 7 of the choc fin the afternoon. At 
the fame time there appear danother Spot , rvhich rvas juftentred 
and appear d to be entred not above f part of the Sun's diame¬ 
ter. It appear'd to be lon^eft towards the North and South,and 
Jhertefl towards the Faft and Weft , There ftem'dto be difper/d 
about it diversftmail clouds here end there. 

Thefe Obfervations were made, as the Noble Obfer- 
vertold us, with an excellent Telefcope, in the prefence 
of divers Curious and Ingenious perfons, one of whom 
was Mr. Hook. And dtfeourfing of the thoughts he had 
entertain’d touching the Effects of fuch Spots,he fuggefted 
this Inquiry, Whether they might notcaufe a considera¬ 
ble alteration both in the Body of the Sun it feif, and in 
our Air and the Bodies in it upon their diffipation ? 

Secondly , vve underftand, that at Paris the Royal 
Ohfervatory, now a building for making Celeftiai Dif- 
coveries,is very far advanced, and will fhortiy be in a con¬ 
dition to be employed for the ufe intended; whence we 
may expert a conliderable advancement of the Aflrono- 
mical Science. In the fame Edifice, which the faid Ob - 
fervatory maketh apart of, we are inform'd that there is, 
befidesmany other rooms fit for Philofophical ufes and 
purpofes, a very deep Cave, having an hundred threefcore 
and tenftepsof defeent; wherein many forts of Expert* 
ments are intended to be made, being of chat nature, that 
they require to be remote from the Sumbeamsand the o- 
pen Air; fuch as are Thermometrical ones, and fuch as 
concern Refrigerations, Coagulations, Indurations, and 
Confervations of Bodies, and a thoufand things more. 

Thirdly,vve. hear, that the Learned Monfieur Mariotte is 
publifhing two very defirable Difcourfes.’the one of Viftont, 
upon which fubje&he hath difeovered fomething new 
and coifider^bje: the other of the Art of ^Levelling, where¬ 
in he delivers many remarkable particulars about Refra¬ 
ction, and the Errors, that may, upon the account thereof, 
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be impofed upon men ; together with feveral New Inftru* 
rnents of Levelling exadtly. 

Fourthly, we find by Letters out of Germany , that the 
learn'd Phyfitian Dr. Kornmanms, is.printing a Book con-’ 
cerningthe Tindtures or Effences of the Excretions of 'Ili- 
fedts, which having fed upon fcveral herbs and flowers, 
yield fuch dungs, wherein the tindture, colour andvertue 
of thefe vegetables are to be found.* Thus for example, 
he canextradt acurioufly red tindture out of Excrements 
of Worms that hare fed upon Rofes, &c. 

Fifthly, vve find by Letters out of Italy, that a very In* 
genious perfon there, upon the confideration of what hath 
been lately intimated touching certain Experiments for 
finding out, whether there be a Circulation of Sap in 
Trees, refembling that of Bloud in Animals > Offers it to 
the confideration of Naturahfts, Whether it be likely to 
find a place in Vegetables, whence the Sap may part, and 
whither it may return,fuch as is the Heart in Animals ; ad¬ 
ding, that whereas Vegetables are alwayes to put forth new 
branches, leaves, &c. it feems to be fufficient for them,thac 
there be a contioual acd plentiful courfe and fupply of 
Juyce, to thruft out every way, without any neceffityof 
fuch a Circulation. 

Sixthly, whereas it hath been more than once men- 
tion’d in thefe Papers $ * Mulierum 
and teftes efe Ovario analogs ; nee tan* 

turn in nuptis & feecundts Mulienbus , 
fed etiam in Virginibui ejfe Ova vera , &c. We cannot but fig* 
nifiehere, forfurther inquiry, that there hath been very 
lately made by two Phylitians at Paris a difiedcion of a 
Cow, incujus tefticuhs ova repertafuerint) uti Kerkrmgiuj ob~ 
fervajje fe feripferat in Anthropogenic (uce lebnographia ■, and 
that there they intend to purfue this Inquiry, inviting o* 
thers to make the fame refearch. Wherein fince the lear* 
ned Dr . Walter N:edham, an Englifh Phyfitian, and a wor¬ 
thy Fellow of the Society , hath heretofore already been 
Converfant to good purpofe , it is here publikejy wifhed, 
that he would make a further progrefs in the fame, plures 
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inftituendo diJJeUionet) catellarum imprimis voids juvenum. &£• 
ad rei certitudinem majorem. 

Seaventhly , from Germany we are inform’d , that in the 
Univerfity of Jena jn Vpper Saxony i one Mr. iVeigbelmjy 
Profeffor of the Mathematicks there, hath invented feve* 
ral ingenious Iuftruments and Engins ^ As firft, an Aftro- 
nomical one, which he calls Aftrodibhcum ^ by the means 
whereof very many perfons fiiall be able at one and the 
fame time to behold one and the fame Star. Secondly, 
An exceeding great Globe of the World , capable of ten per- 
lons to fit in it all at once , and to behold the motions of 
theceleftial Bodies, &c. Thirdly, A wedd Bridge, orakmd 
ofScairs, by which aman (hall defcend and yerr f tTybe 
raifed upward, and going as ’twere upon a plair fliall.frt m 
a lower, by gently fubfiding, arrive to an upper ftory.f^f* 
Ofthefe and other particulars, faid to be in part already 
done, and in part defign'd by the faid Mathematician, we 
hope we fhall in time obtain a more fatisfa&ory ac< 
compt* 


The Extrabl of a Letter written by Mr. John Ray to the Pub- 
lijberfrom Midleton, July j ) . 1671. concerning Spontaneous 
Generation } As a fo fome Infects [mellixg of Musfy 
Sir, 

A S to the particulars contain’d in your Letter, I well re- 
memb r, that Mr*' Lifter did , a good while ft ce, 
write me his opinion concerning Vegetable Excrejce>'nes, 
and the Infe<fh therein bred ard harboured 5 buttheLet- 
ter containing that DTcourfe 1 have not at preftjtitby me, 
it being feiit away in a bund'e of other Letters and papers 
into Efiex. I have therefore writ¬ 
ten to him to defire him,to take the * rbe Reader ui\e to find 
pains himfclf to fend you his 
thoughts upou that fubjedt. * 

Whether there be any Spontaneous or Anomalous Gene¬ 
ration of Animals, as hath been the conftant opinion of 
Naturalifts heretofore, I think there is good reafon to 
queftton* It feems to me at prelent rnoft probable, that 
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